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responsibility full of psychological absurdities and economic inequali- 
ties to that of accountability. Rights and jural relations still remain 
and they would continue to exist even though the whole field of tort 
law were put on a causation basis of liability. 

It is interesting and hopeful to find that from the practical side, 
the United States is not as far behind in social legislation as might 
have been supposed. An alarm has sometimes been sounded against 
contamination by foreign legal ideas. An inspection of this volume, 
having in mind our own legislation, will show that we are already con- 
siderably contaminated, and it is not unlikely that we shall become 
more contaminated with social ideas with the passage of years. Nor 
is the risk of contamination altogether unilateral in these matters 
since it appears that some American ideas (e.g. the homestead sys- 
tem, the probation system) have spread to foreign countries. The prob- 
lems of this, a transitional epoch, have not commonly been discussed 
by our own jurists with the same broad outlook as by the jurists of 
France and Italy, but since these problems are part of a world-move- 
ment and can not be put aside in an attitude of conservatism or even a 
fear of contamination, it may be anticipated that our jurists with the 
inspiration of this and other similar volumes sponsored by the Associa- 
tion of American Law Schools, will relate more often than has here- 
tofore been the case the daily problems of the law not simply, as is 
customary, to a traditional, historical, and dogmatic technic, but to 
the larger movements which are everywhere overtaking legal systems. 
In other words, our legal problems must be considered henceforth not 
alone in the light of a fixed system dominated by the economic require- 
ments of an age which is behind us, but in view of a new social regi- 
mentation, whether we like it or not, which is too real to be ignored. 
The mission of the lawyer in this era is more important than it has 
ever been before. Enlightenment now is necessary in order that legal 
science may not be obliterated in the surge of coming events. Without 
this enlightenment, the enlightenment of such a volume as this one, 
the lawyer truly must be as Cicero has it, a chanter of formulas (cantor 
formularum) and a fowler of technicalities (auceps syllabarum). 

Northwestern University. Albert Kocourek. 
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